Mayor Richard C. Lee, Yale President Kingman Brewster Jr. and the Rev. Clinton Lee Siler, on 
stage at Woolsey Hall, above, join audience in hymn at memorial service for President Kennedy Sunday after- 
noon. At left is photo of the packed halL At right, a weeping woman enters the auditorium. 

5,000 Join 

More than 5,000 persons paused 
Sunday to pay their last respects 
to the memory of the late Presi- 
dent John Fitzgerald Kennedy at 
a memorial service in Woolsey 
HalL 

In a service charged with emo- 
tion, the late President was 
eulogized by Mayor Richard C. 

Lee and clergymen of the three 
major faiths. 

The service began at 4 p.m. 
but by 3:30 the hall was virtually 
filled and those still arriving 
were sent to the University Com- 
mons, where the service was 
heard on loudspeakers. 

The service was held. Mayor 
Lee said, to observe “one of the 
most solemn moments of Ameri- 
can history . . . None of us in 
this hour of world tragedy is 
equipped with the simple - 
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eloquence which can express our 
pain, our anguish and our sor- 
row.” 

Eulogies were also spoken by 
the Rev. William Sloane Coffin 
Jr., Yale chaplain; the Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Joseph F. Donnelly, pastor 
of St. John the Baptist Church; 
and Rabbi Andrew Klein of Tem- 
ple Keser Irrael. 

The service was moderated by 
the Rev. Gerald F. Gilmore, pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
and president of the New Haven 
Council of Churches. 

Nation Mourns 

The nation. Mayor Lee said, 
mourns “John Fitzgerald Ken- 
nedy; J. F. K.; Jack; the Presi- 
dent of the United States; poll- : 
tician, humanitarian, soldier, fa- 
ther, husband, statesman; but, 
as well, an articulate and elo- 
quent champion of the rights of 
free people everywhere.” 

The free world, the mayor said, 
“has lost a great leader, and we 
—the people of this nation— have 
lost a symbol of all that is de- 
cent and warm, courageous and 
dedicated.” 

The service opened with the 
singing of the hymn, “0 God, 
Our Help in Ages Past.” Later 
“America” was sung. The Yale 
University Choir sang Allegri's 
“Misereri” and the choir of St. 
Aedan’s Church sang “0 Bone i 
Jesu” by Palestrina. Both groups 
■were located in the second bal- 
cony of Woolsey Hall. Yale organ- 
ist Frank H. Bozyan played the 
Newberry Organ. 

The Rev. Mr. Coffin in his 
prayer asked that God “bless the 
living.” 



Valiant Leader 

Rabbi Klein described the late 
President as “the valiant leader 
so young and so wise.” The 
President, Rabbi Klein added, 
“finishes his life before he could 
finish his fight for right . . . 
What the dedicated, life of John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy could not 
achieve, may his death 
achieve.” 

Monsignor Donnelly said that 
the nation is “grateful for the 
short time You gave him to us 
. . . that even now in death, as 
in life, the words and spirit of 
our martyred President will lead 
our nation.” 

The mayor, whose voice oc- 
casionally cracked as he de- 
livered the eulogy, cited the words 
of Kennedy often. 

“On Jan. 9, 1961, as President- 
elect of the United States of 
America,” Lee said “he appeared 
before the State Legislature of 
his home State of Massachusetts. 
In discussing the challenge be- 
fore public servants, he summar- 
ized his own credo in these few 
lines as he approached the office 
which would lead, ultimately, to 
his death: 

“ ‘Courage, judgment, integ- 
rity, dedication . . . these are 
the qualities which, with God’s 
help, this son of Massachusetts 
hopes will characterize our gov- 
ernment’s conduct in the four 



stormy years that lie ahead. 
Humbly I ask His help in this 
undertaking; but aware that on 
earth His wiH is worked by men, 
I ask for your help and your 
prayers as I embark on this new 
and solemn journey’.” 

Quoting the President from his 
book “Profiles in Courage,” May- 
or Lee said Kennedy wrote in 
1956 that “without belittling the 
courage with which men have 
died, we should not forget those 
acts of courage with which men 
. . . have lived. The courage of 
life is often a less dramatic 
spectacle than the courage of a 
final moment; but it is no less 
a magnificent mixture of triumph 
and tragedy. A man does what 
consequence, in spite of obstacles 
he must — in spite of personal 



and dangers and pressures — 
and that is the basis of all human 
morality.” 

Lee said that “everyone has 
his cherished memory of the 
President. Some of these mem- 
ories,” he said, “are widely 
shared with millions of Ameri- 
cans. Others are not so widely 
known. I give you,” the mayor 
said, “one of his favorite bits of 
history, as he recounted it in one 
of his early addresses in Con- 
necticut some years ago. 

“Then a member of the United 
States Senate,” Mayor Lee re- 
called, President Kennedy “was 
talking of public service and 
dedication, of the necessity for 
choosing as elected leaders peo- 
ple who would lead, people who 
believed in the cause of justice 



1 and freedom, people Indefatiga- 
ble in their pursuit of that which 
was right and good and neces- 
sary for America.” 

Mayor Lee told the thousands 
who quietly listened in Woolsey 
Hall Sunday, in the words of the 
President, about a day in 1780 
when, as the Connecticut House 
of Delegates was in session at 
noon, the sky began to blacken 
and by three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon it was as dark as night. 

Pausing briefly, Mayor Lee 
looked about the quiet audience 
and said, more softly than be- 
fore, “Ladies and gentlemen, on 
Friday, Nov. 22, the day of 
judgment arrived for the Presi- 
dent of the United States. He 
was found at his duty. May he 
rest in peace.” 




